
 

 

Interaction 

This relates to how the speaker can use their language with other speakers in spontaneous conversation. 

As in the Fluency chart, this refers to ‘turns’; in a conversation, speakers ‘take turns’, which means that one speaker 
says something which is “preceded, followed, or both by a ‘turn’ of some other speaker.”6 
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A1 Can interact in a simple way but communication is dependent on repetition, rephrasing and 
repair. Can usually say one short sentence (3-4 words) per turn. Can respond in conversation 
but the other speaker will usually have to do more of the talking. Discourse markers, or 
indications that they are following what the other speaker is saying, will usually be in English, 
e.g. 'right', 'okay', 'so'. Requests for feedback or clarification will also usually be in English. 

A2 Can answer questions and respond to simple statements. Can indicate when they are 
following but are rarely able to understand enough to keep conversation going of their own 
accord. Have a number of statements to request feedback or clarification in Gaelic, e.g. 
ciamar a chanas tu [x]?, can sin a-rithist, a bheil sin ceart?, but will also use English for this 
purpose on occasion. 

In
d

e
p

e
n

d
e

n
t 

U
se

r 

B1 Can initiate, maintain and close simple face-to-face conversation on everyday topics or topics 
of personal interest. Can repeat back part of what someone has said to confirm mutual 
understanding. Does not always require their interlocuter to lead the conversation and can 
often contribute an equal number of turns as the other speaker, with utterances of around 6 
words. Can indicate that they are following or agreeing with the other speaker using Gaelic 
words like cinnteach, seadh, tha fhios agam, along with some English words, e.g. 'right', 'aye', 
'yeah'. May answer direct questions in English with 'yeah', 'no', before continuing their 
response in Gaelic.  

B2 Can initiate and end conversation when they need to. Can produce longer turns, up to three 
sentences at a time. Can make active contributions to a conversation with longer turns. Can 
engage others in the conversation by confirming comprehension and inviting them in. Will 
use English words and phrases as in B1. 
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C1 Can comfortably lead a conversation without relying on interlocutors. Can select a suitable 
phrase from a readily available range of discourse functions to preface their remarks in order 
to get or to keep the floor and to relate their own contributions, of around 8 words, skilfully 
to those of other speakers. Can use Gaelic discourse markers, such as ma-thà, and can 
indicate they are following the other speaker using words like dìreach along with other 
English discourse markers. 

C2 Can interact with ease and skill, picking up and using non-verbal and intonational cues 
apparently effortlessly. Can interweave their contribution into the joint discourse with fully 
natural turntaking, referencing, allusion-making, etc. Can use Gaelic discourse markers like cò 
aig a tha fios, chanainn-sa. English words like 'yeah', 'no', and 'so' may also be used as is 
common in modern colloquial Gaelic.  

Remember: Each level includes and builds on the previous levels. 

  

 

6 Matthews, P.H. 2014. ‘turn’. In The concise Oxford dictionary of linguistics, 3rd edn. Oxford: Oxford University Press.  


